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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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HERSETH            SANDLIN LEADS HOUSE PUSH FOR TRIBAL LAW AND ORDER ACT 
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Legislation            Helps Keep Tribal Communities Safe, Provides Crime-Fighting Tools, Improves            Law Enforcement Agency Coordination and Accountability
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April 7,            2008, Washington, DC- 
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Rep.            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin has reintroduced critical legislation to bolster            law enforcement efforts on reservations and improve the overall quality            of life in Indian Country. Drafted in response to harrowing reports            of increased crime on reservations in South Dakota and across the country,            The Tribal Law and Order Act of 2009 provides tribal justice officials            the tools and resources they need to keep their communities safe. H.R.            1924 contains much-needed provisions to improve coordination between            tribal, state and federal law enforcement agency and increase accountability            standards. Senator Byron Dorgan, chairman of the Senate Committee on            Indian Affairs, (D-ND) introduced nearly identical legislation in the            Senate.
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“One of my highest            priorities as a representative of South Dakota’s nine sovereign tribes            in the Congress is improving the state of law enforcement in Indian            Country,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “The troubling accounts of officials            seeking to establish law and order on reservations demonstrate that            lack of adequate resources, personnel and training along with thorny            jurisdictional issues contribute to this growing problem. While there            will be no simple or quick fix, this comprehensive legislation is a            step in the right direction. Native American families, like all families,            deserve to live in safe communities with the critical law enforcement            protection and services that are standard in nearly every town and city            across the country.” 
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The Tribal Law and            Order Act would:
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• Clarify the responsibilities            of Federal, State, tribal, and local governments with respect to crimes            committed in tribal communities; 
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• Increase coordination            and communication among Federal, State, tribal, and local law enforcement            agencies; 
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• Empower tribal            governments with the authority, resources, and information necessary            to safely and effectively provide for the public’s safety in tribal            communities; 
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• Reduce the prevalence            of violent crime in tribal communities and combat violence against women;            
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• Address and prevent            drug trafficking and reduce rates of alcohol and drug addiction in Indian            country; and 
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• Increase and standardize            the collection of criminal data and the sharing of criminal history            information among Federal, State, and tribal officials responsible for            responding to and investigating crimes in tribal communities. 
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In June of 2007            at the request of Rep. Herseth Sandlin, the House Committee on Natural            Resources held a hearing on the Lower Brule Reservation in South Dakota.            Entitled The Needs and Challenges of Tribal Law Enforcement in Indian            Reservations, tribal leaders and law enforcement officials from eight            tribes testified for the need to improve government-to-government consultations            between tribes and the federal agencies charged with supporting their            law enforcement goals. Witnesses explained the need for more resources            for officers, equipment, jails, and tribal courts. 
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For example, the            Law Enforcement Department of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of South Dakota            serves a population spread across 19 communities with a land base of            approximately 1.4 million acres. Some of these communities are located            as far as 90 miles away from department headquarters. With approximately            4,500 miles of roadways on the reservation, it often takes officers            a considerable amount of time to address calls, including emergencies.            
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At current funding            levels, the Cheyenne Rivers Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement Department is            unable to provide adequate police protection to all of these communities.            In FY08, the tribal police force was reduced by 10 patrol officers due            to budget constraints. Now, officers are logging over 4,000 hours of            overtime each quarter, which leads to stress and strain on the officers            and their families, and ultimately, undermines retention efforts and            leads to communities that are not as safe as they should be. 
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Rep. Herseth Sandlin            is a member of the House Natural Resources Committee which has jurisdiction            over issues related to tribes and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
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